276              THE COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA GANDHI
soldiers but animals. He had, therefore, no hesitation in telling the sepoy
through the audience that he should lose no time in severing his connection with
the Government if he cared for his country and religion.
One thing the resolution did not require the people to do namely to carry
on secret propaganda. They had ruled out secrecy from their book of non-
co-operation. They were ashamed to say in secret what they were not pre-
pared to say in public. If therefore the Government held it a crime to recite
the creed of non-co-operation* he invited them to arrest those who took part
in the evening's proceedings. If it was a crime to tell the soldier that it was
unlawful for him to serve the Government in terms of his religion and nation-
alism, he (the speaker ) invited Government to arrest him and those who
supported and carried the resolution.
The other part of the resolution pointed out to the soldier the way to an
honourable livelihood. It referred to swadeshi. He asked the audience not to
carry that resolution if they did not believe in swadeshi and the power of the
spinning-wheel to banish poverty from the land. The resolution told the soldier
that he could earn his living by carding and weaving. He verily believed with
Maulana Mahomed All that they did not need lead and gunpowder. Yam
balls were their lead and the spinning-wheel was their gun. He said last Septem-
ber that it was possible to gain swaraj, to redress the Khilafe.t and the Punjab
wrongs during the twelve months following if they fulfilled certain conditions.
Twelve months had passed but there was no swaraj. The fault was theirs,
They had done much but had not fulfilled the minimum required. He wished
to share the blame.
He was sorry that he had not the power of convincing every lawyer that
it was wrong to practise before the courts which gave no justice. He was
sorry that his tapasya was not enough to carry conviction to every student that
it was wrong to belong to Government schools. He knew that he had not
been able to convince every man and woman of Bombay that it was sinful
to wear anything hut khaddar. But they need not mind him. If the country
still carried out the swadeshi programme during the month, swaraj was a, cer-
tainty during the year and so was redress of the Khilafat and the Punjab wrongs.
He adhered to his faith in the spinning-wheel. He had no doubt that it and
it alone could solve the problem of India's poverty. Its acceptance, to him,
was a test of the reality of Hindu-Muslim unity and [of freedom] from violence.
He would not be party to general civil disobedience if they could not fulfil the
swadeshi programme. He would not be satisfied unless khaddar had become
universal; foreign cloth a rarity. He wanted to see the men and women of
Bombay to be dressed in khaddar only. He was told that the sale of khaddar
was to the extent of Rs. 18,000 in July, Rs. 13,000 in August and Rs, 7,000 in
September in Khadi Bhandar. He wanted to see lakhs worth of khadi sold.
He wanted to see the spinning-wheel at work in every house in Bombay.
Bombay had led in the matter of Tilak Swaraj Fund. Let Bombay lead in